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HOUSE BI LL 1915

State of Washi ngton 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Skinner, Mirray, Thonpson, Bl alock, Cody and Costa
Read first time 02/13/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to renoving regul atory barriers to the provision of
oral health care services to rural, renmpote, and underserved
popul ati ons; anmendi ng RCW 18. 29. 050 and 18. 29. 056; and repealing 1993
c 323 s 6 (uncodified).

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.29.050 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 235 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person |licensed as a dental hygienist inthis state may renove
deposits and stains fromthe surfaces of the teeth, may apply topical
preventive or prophylactic agents, may polish and snooth restorations,
may perform root planing and soft-tissue curettage, and may perform
ot her dental operations and services delegated to them by a |icensed
dentist: PROVI DED HOAEVER, That |icensed dental hygienists shall in no
event performthe follow ng dental operations or services:

(1) Any surgical renoval of tissue of the oral cavity;

(2) Any prescription of drugs or nedications requiring the witten
order or prescription of a |icensed dentist or physician;

(3) Any diagnosis for treatnment or treatnent planning; or
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(4) The taking of any inpression of the teeth or jaw, or the
relationships of the teeth or jaws, for the purpose of fabricating any
intra-oral restoration, appliance, or prosthesis.

Such licensed dental hygienists may perform dental operations and
services only under the supervision of a licensed dentist, and under
such supervision may be enpl oyed by hospitals, boards of education of
public or private schools, county boards, boards of health, or public
or charitable institutions, or in dental offices((:+—PROVM-BED—Fhat—the

Sec. 2. RCW18.29.056 and 1984 ¢ 279 s 63 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Dental hygienists |icensed under this chapter wwth two years’
practical <clinical experience with a licensed dentist within the
preceding five years may be enployed or retained by health care
facilities to performauthorized dental hygi ene operati ons and servi ces
wi t hout dental supervision, limted to renoval of deposits and stains
fromthe surfaces of the teeth, application of topical preventive or
prophylactic agents, polishing and snoothing restorations, and
performance of root planing and soft-tissue curettage, but shall not
perform injections of anesthetic agents, admnistration of nitrous
oxi de, or diagnosis for dental treatnment. The performance of denta
hygi ene operations and services in health care facilities shall be
limted to patients, students, and residents of the facilities. For
dental planning and dental treatnent, dental hygienists shall refer
patients to |licensed dentists.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "health care facilities" are
limted to hospitals; nursing hones; hone health agencies; group hones
serving the elderly, handicapped, and juveniles; state-operated
institutions under the jurisdiction of the departnent of social and
heal th services or the departnent of corrections; and federal, state,
and local public health facilities, comunity and mgrant health
centers, community clinics, and tribal clinics.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. 1993 ¢ 323 s 6 (uncodified) is repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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